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Federation internationale de I'automobile

Wrld Rally Chanpi on Loeb Backs FI A Safety Canpai gn
29. 05. 2008

Four-time Wrld Rally Chanpi on Sébastien Loeb backed the FIAs
canpai gn
to speed up the use of e-safety technol ogy on our roads at an event

At hens today, in the run-up to the Acropolis Rally.
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Loeb enphasi sed the effectiveness of Electronic Stability Control

(ESC) with a denonstration run at Rally Headquarters at Tat oi
Airport.

He perfornmed two denonstrations on the runway, one with ESC off and

the other with it on, which showed how this |ife-saving technol ogy
can

correct a skid caused by a rapid | ane change.

The pronotional event forns part of the ChooseESCH canpaign,
or gani sed
by the FIA and FI A Foundati on.

Sébasti en Loeb sai d:

"ESC is one of the nost inportant safety devices since the seat belt.
Controlled slides are part of rallying, but when | amdriving on
public roads with ny famly, | want to avoid skidding at all costs.
That's why | choose ESC."

Max Mosl ey, FIA President, said:

The support of the reigning World Rally Chanpion highlights the
gl obal
i nportance of this |ife-saving technology. By hel ping to avoid
crashes
before they happen, ESC can play a ngjor role in reducing the nunber
of deaths and injuries on our roads.
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David Ward, Director Ceneral of the FIA Foundation, said:
"We are delighted that FIA Wrld Rally Chanpi on Sébastien Loeb is
backi ng t he ChooseESC! canpaign. Hi s support will spread the

ChooseESC! nessage, not just in Geece but also worldw de."

Ni kos Poriotis, Vice President of the Autonobile Associ ati on of

G eece

of

(ELPA), said:

It is unacceptable that so many people get killed on the roads when

have a proven technol ogy avail able on the market that can save many

these |ives each year. We need to informconsuners that they should
al ways choose a car which is ESC equi pped. "

Loeb will take part in a series of events over the com ng year to
enphasi se the i nportance of e-safety and pronote the use of

i fe-saving technol ogi es such as ESC. Next, he will speak during the
ChooseESC! Synposium held in Brussels on 1 July, which will exam ne
ways to advance the rollout of ESC worl dw de.

Last week, the European Conm ssion confirmed new proposals for the
mandat ory i ntroduction of ESC on all new cars sold in the EU from
2012, acconplishing one of the central ains of the Choose ESC
canpai gn. The new policy could prevent 4,000 deaths and 100, 000
injuries a year on Europes roads, where |ess than half of the cars
currently sold are fitted with this crucial crash-avoi dance
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t echnol ogy.

ESC is an intelligent crash avoi dance technol ogy which controls the

braki ng system of a notor vehicle to avoid oversteer or understeer
and

to retain the drivers control. At |east 40 per cent of fatal road

accidents are the result of skidding and studies show that ESC coul d

reduce these accidents by up to 80 per cent.
For further information:

www. chooseESC. eu
www. eSaf et yAwar e. eu
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