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Christian Lavoie, P.Eng.
Director, Standards & Research, Road Safety Directorate
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First publication of the proposed ESC regulation (C MVSS 126) expected 
in September 2008

Will require, as of September 2011, that all light vehicles sold in 
Canada be equipped with ESC as standard

Final publication of CMVSS 126 expected early 2009 

Currently negotiating an agreement with Canadian ma nufacturers, 
through their associations, to increase the fitment  of ESC on Canadian 
vehicle models before 2011
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Transport Canada held two meetings with stakeholder s (July and 
October 2007) 

Focus-tested ChooseESC! material, Australian TAC ES C video, and 
Canadian ESC logos / tag lines in December 2007

Transport Canada became associate member of eSafetyAware in 
February 2008
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New Canadian ESC pamphlet released in April 2008

Related promotional items created in June 2008
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Transport Canada will encourage 
individual motor vehicle manufacturers to 
use these promotional materials, rights-
free, in their vehicle advertising 
campaigns

Similar to ChooseESC! “ESC On-Board!”
materials:
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Educational video “ESC:  3 Letters to 
Save Your Life” produced March 2008

• Video focuses on ESC, ABS, and the 
use of appropriate tires

• Will be shown in driver education 
classes across Canada

Partners included: Canadian Automobile 
Association (CAA), Bridgestone-
Firestone, Young Drivers of Canada
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Media / promotional event is tentatively 
planned for Fall 2008, to coincide with:

• announcement of proposed ESC 
regulation

• release of educational video

Would take place at the Transport 
Canada test centre near Montreal:
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Two telephone surveys conducted in 2008:

ESC Public Survey (N=500) 

• Replicated 2006 ESC survey methodology
• serves as baseline for ESC Promotional campaign

ESC Driver Survey (N=1018)

• Owners of 2006-2008 ESC-equipped vehicles
• Assessed drivers’:

1) awareness of ESC

2) motivations for vehicle purchase
3) changes in driving behaviour since vehicle purchase

• Will allow for more accurate predictions re: overal l safety 
benefits of ESC
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Thank You.
Questions? **For more information on 

Canadian ESC activities:  
brownc@tc.gc.ca
lavoich@tc.gc.ca


